B FEERR (11 H180) (B BR R KEBASHAORE
(174 A RHPICERAN 40, 2EREELICLDE0)

But as you’ve discoss_ed with President Trump on many occasions, the United States -
has had a trade imbalance with Japan for too long, and American products and services
too often face barriers to compete fa1rly in Japanese markets.

It’s for that reason that we welcome the steps that have been taken to address these
issues over the past two years, begmmng with the U.S.-Japan Economrc Dialogue. But

the best opportunity fo% free; fair, and reciprocal trade will come in a bilateral trade

agreement; t, And, Mr. Prime Minister, we welcome the decision that you and Presm‘.ent
Tru_mp reached in September to begm negotiations on.a bilateral trade agreement.

" Those negotiations w111 begm soon. And when completed we’re conﬁdent that this
' agreement will establish terms on goods, as well as on other key areas, including
. services, And just as with our aihance the commg U.Ss. ~Japan trade agzeement will be a

‘ model f01 the Indo-Pacific,
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